[B] It is because of the merit of the land, the merit of steadfast loyalty, and 
the merit of suffering. 


[C] And all three derive from a single verse of Scripture: “Whether for 
correction, or for his land, or for love [‘kindness’], he causes it to 
happen” (Job 37:13). 


[I:4 A] On account of four sorts of sin are rains withheld: because of the sins 
of idolatry, fornication, and murder, and because of people who pledge 
charity in public but do not hand over the money. 


[B] How do we know that it is because of the sin of idolatry? “Take 
heed lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other 
gods and worship them” (Deut. 11:16). 


[C] What is written thereafter? 


[D] “And the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and he shut up 
the heavens, so that there be no rain, [and the land yield no fruit, 
and you perish quickly off the good land which the Lord gives 
you]” (Deut. 11:17). 


[E] How do we know that it is because of the sin of fornication? 
‘[Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, and see! Where have 
you not been lain with? By the waysides you have sat awaiting 
lovers like an Arab in the wilderness.] You have polluted the 
land with your vile harlotry” (Jer. 3:2). 


[F] What is the punishment for this matter? “Therefore the showers 
have been withheld, and the spring has not come” I Jer. 3:3). 


[G] How do we know that it is because of the sin of murder? 
“[You shall not thus pollute the land in which you live] for 
blood pollutes the land, [and no expiation can be made for 
the land, for the blood that is shed in it, except by the blood 
of him who shed it” (Num. 35:33)]. 


[H] Because bloodshed directs the anger of the Lord toward the 
ground [hence He withholds rain]. 


[I] How do we know that it is because of the people who 
pledge charity in public but do not hand over the 
money? “Like clouds and wind without rain is a man 
who boasts of a gift he does not give” (Prov. 25:14). 


[1:5 A] Mist is called by five names: thick, destruction, meek, prince, and 
storm. 


